‘ THE FAITH-BASED COALITION FOR

THE GLOBAL FUND

to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria

February 21, 2023
Dear Governor Bill Lee and Dr. Ralph Alvarado:

As supporters and members of the Faith-Based Coalition for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis, and Malaria, we have supported and helped millions of people around the world to survive
and thrive with dignity as they struggle to combat HIV/AIDS. Many of us have been on the frontlines of
advocacy here in Tennessee for the past twenty years. It would be remiss of us as faith and community
leaders in Tennessee to turn a blind eye to those in our community who also are in need of prevention,
care, and treatment to combat HIV/AIDS in their lives.

We understand that the state of Tennessee has reported that it will decline $9 million from
federal funding in May 2023. Because we are members of a group who annually offer our support for
international communities to receive federal funding, we also want to lift our voices for those
individuals in the state of Tennessee, in our own hometowns, to also receive this funding. We know as
supporters of this funding for the Global Fund and its partners, more than 50 million people’s lives have
been saved in the last twenty years.

Our faith calls us to love, not to judge (Matthew 22:35-40; Matthew 7:1). We are called not to
“love with words or speech, but in action and in truth” (I John 3:18). Here we urge you with our call to
action to rethink, reconsider, and rescind the current plans to reject funding from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention for testing, prevention, and treatment of HIV in the state of Tennessee.

Decreasing funding for vulnerable populations will reverse the course of hard-earned progress
we have made in the past few decades. The risk for greater infections among vulnerable communities
puts a greater risk on the whole population to spread the virus. Not only is this a poor economic and
medical decision for our state, it is also a poor moral one. This choice benefits no one.

As advocates for the marginalized in our community, we request that you reinstate the federal
funding to continue the incredible progress we have made toward ending the HIV pandemic in
Tennessee, the nation, and around the world.

Sincerely,

£

Jennifer E. Dyer
Founder
The 2030 Collaborative
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