Global Nutrition

June 5, 2020

The Honorable Nita Lowey The Honorable Richard Shelby

Chairwoman Chairman

House Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee

2365 Rayburn House Office Building 304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Kay Granger The Honorable Patrick Leahy

Ranking Member Vice Chairman

House Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee

1026 Longworth House Office Building 437 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Hal Rogers The Honorable Lindsey Graham

Ranking Member Chairman

State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs, Senate State, Foreign Operations, and Related
House Appropriations subcommittee Programs, Senate Appropriations subcommittee
2406 Rayburn House Office Building 290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Shelby, Chairman Graham, Chairwoman Lowey, Ranking Member Granger, Vice Chairman Leahy
and Ranking Member Rogers,

We write to thank you for your leadership in the fight against COVID-19 and for your efforts to include funding for
the international response to COVID-19 in some of the initial emergency supplemental bills. However, as COVID-
19 continues to devastate families and communities worldwide, U.S. leadership is required to address the pandemic's
impacts and protect against a future resurgence. As Congress considers the next legislative package to respond to
COVID-19, we urge you to provide robust funding for the international response, including additional resources for
global food security and nutrition programs.

We care deeply about the health of vulnerable populations worldwide, and we know that American leadership is
needed now more than ever as we face an unprecedented global challenge of the novel coronavirus devastating lives
around the world. While we are yet to see the full impact of this pandemic, one thing we know is that a pandemic of
starvation is looming.

For far too many families and children all over the world, the extended economic lockdown is as big of a threat to
their access to food as the virus is itself — with adequate nutrition and food insecurity among the gravest challenges.
According to the World Food Programme, 265 million people could be pushed into acute food insecurity by
COVID-19, almost doubling last year’s total. The people most impacted are disproportionately those already
vulnerable to infections and other illnesses. Because severely malnourished children are nine to twelve times more
likely to die of preventable diseases as well-nourished children, COVID-19 is an immediate, urgent danger to global
child survival. As hospitals and local health centers fill beyond capacity, access to treatment for malnutrition will be
jeopardized.



For hundreds of millions of people around the world, the biggest impact will not only be the disease; it will also be
extreme hunger. Jesus’ command to his disciples: “You yourselves give them something to eat!” (Mark 6:37) gives
impetus to eliminate the structural causes of poverty as well as small daily acts of solidarity in meeting the real
needs which we encounter.

Children represent perhaps the most vulnerable population that will suffer now and in the future as a result of the
COVID-19 crisis. In the wake of the pandemic, wasting is projected to be the largest killer of children. Estimates
from Johns Hopkins University suggest that widespread disruption in routine health services as a result of COVID-
19 will result in an additional 1.2 million child deaths over the next 6 months — a 45% increase in under-five child
deaths per month due to disruptions in health systems alone. Wasting will be responsible for the greatest number of
additional child deaths in these potential scenarios — contributing to over 20% of the increase. If the world does not
take action, we should expect to see 10 million more wasted children.

We know the life-saving impact of U.S. investments in global food security and nutrition, and as COVID-19 pushes
millions further to brink of starvation your leadership will be essential to addressing the growing need. Specifically,
we ask for robust funding for the international assistance to prevent, respond and mitigate the impacts from this
devastating pandemic. We also respectfully urge you to increase funding to at least an additional $200 million to
help reduce the deficit in Specialized Nutritious Foods (SNF), particularly the deficit in Ready to use Therapeutic
Foods (RUTF) which rapidly improves the nutrition of vulnerable children, along with an additional $50 million for
the global nutrition account within the global health account.

At the beginning of the Scriptures, we learn that we are created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27). Our lives are truly a
gift from God, and — through our efforts — God cares for all who share that gift of life. Tragically, though, life for
many women and children ends early, and they die unnecessarily. Many children who do survive suffer from
stunting, which causes lifelong health problems and irreversible damage to their physical and cognitive
development. Today, we follow Jesus’ lead in caring for people who are vulnerable in our world — especially new
mothers and their young children.

As a community of faith leaders, we are called to action to help uplift the most poor and vulnerable. We hope that
Congress will stand up for the women and children all over the world and provide funding for the international
response. Jesus communicates God’s love for the vulnerable and calls his people to action by reminding us that,
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me... [f]or I
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.” (Matthew 25:35-40)

Thank you for your continued leadership and consideration.
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